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We are a non-profit organization Whose mission is to
advance the appreciation and exhibition of independently
produced contemporary film and video work which expands upon
the expressive terrain of media art. We operate two projects:

(1) The Black Maria Film and Video Festival (named after
Thomas Edison's Film Studio built in 1893 and the world's
first exclusive motion picture production stUdio) which
annually exhibits 50 competition-winning works (selected from
over 900 SUbmissions) by avant-garde, animation and
documentary filmmakers and travels to 50 or more host venues
throughout the Eastern half and Midwest of the United states.

(2) The New Jersey Young Film and Video Makers Festival which
is modelled after the Black Maria Festival but operated on a
more local scale for 'New Jersey's young and emerging film and
video-makers.
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Dear Ms. Searcy:

Ms. Donna Searcy
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554
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JANe 5T1UElWALO We are always interested in the growth of exhibition
JERSEY OTY ~TATI COLLEGl opportunities for independent film and video artists and have

worked to facilitate pUblic access to these works for 12 years
through various modes as they may be available. We have, in

=~~~~S~N the past, supplemented our live pUblic presentations with
programs prepared for local cable television. We believe that

~y the increase in television channels that advances in
tOWARD I. raSHlY. Ph.D. technoloqy such as the digital network/telephone line system

being proposed by Bell Atlantic would increase exhibition
llZIETH SLOAN-TARASlCAWlCZopportunities for independent film and video makers. Thus the
PUSID1NI6 DIIlIC'TOI potential audience might well expand for alternative and

aesthetically rigorous expressive forms that are infrequently
available via existing outlets. It seems rational to let the
pUblic marketplace decide if this alternative distribution
system is viable, fair and truly open and accessible as it is
proposed to be.
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It would seem timely to move forward with any new
technologies that are physically/environmentally viable and
responsible, enhance freedom of choice, and do not place a burden
on the pUblic. This appears to be the case with the Bell
Atlantic network proposal. Delays in the testing and/or
implementation of new options such as that above would seem to
serve no purpose and would perpetuate the current limited access
to distribution that independents have traditionally suffered
with. Thus we advocate opening and expanding video channels in
any legitimate, enlightened and open-spirited mode that human
knowledge and t~chnoloqy makes possible within the parameters of
responsible stewardship of natural resources and the obligation
to fulfill the trust of the pUblic.

Respectfully submitted,

John Columbus
Executive Director and President


